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SUNDAY SERVICES 

IN PALMERSTON PLACE CHURCH 
 

“bringing Christian worship, fellowship 

and service back to the heart of everyday life” 
 

    11.00 am Morning Worship 
    6.30 pm Evening Service   

                                                                             
Crèche is available every Sunday morning.   

 Beginners, Seekers, ESMS Boarders and Senior Horizon  
normally meet during the Morning Service.   

 

 
KIRK SESSION 

Next meeting will be held on Monday June 14 at 7:30 pm. 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD 
Next meeting will be held on Monday June 21 at 7:30 pm. 

 
Meetings of Kirk Session and Congregational Board are held in public. 

You are welcome to come along. 
   
 

THE REVIEW AND OUTLOOK 
All material for the June issue  

should be in the hands of the Secretary  
by Tuesday 22 June 

 

***** 

 

 

 

The Minister asks those who read the Review and Outlook to inform him and his 
team about ways in which they can help, such as requests for hospital and other 
visits, and also about changes of address. The card inserted into the cover of the 
congregational hymnbook is convenient for this purpose, and is also for the use of 
those visiting the congregation. You may wish to draw visitors’ attention to it. 

  

 

 

 

June 2010 
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Minister’s Letter to the Congregation 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 It is clear wherever you turn that we are entering a period of hard 
times for many. The size of our national deficit, the fragility of the euro 
zone, the extent of many people’s personal debt are all matters of serious 
concern. This was also reflected at the General Assembly where action is 
being taken to reduce the number of ministries employed by the church 
(not just ministers). Having passed through the seven fat years that          
Joseph talked about to Pharaoh, we could well be beginning the seven      
lean years. 
 
 There is no question, however we apportion blame for the cause of 
these problems, that pressure to reduce waste and excess are to be         
welcomed. Beyond that, any cuts hurt and, as always, it is those who are 
most vulnerable that bear the brunt of such action. As a church we follow a 
Lord who cared for the marginalised, for the defenceless, and for the 
needy. 
 

At the General Assembly some children who had attended the       
Children’s Assembly for the last two years and had gone on a trip to         
Malawi, spoke of how they had taken simple presents with them and how 
much they had been appreciated. But what had staggered and humbled 
them, was that they had then been given better presents in return by 
those who could clearly not afford them. What a reminder to continue to 
have generous hearts and open hands especially when times are hard and 
not revert to a “me first” grab and hold mentality. 

 
It may well be that in the austere times that lie ahead we have 

more opportunity as a church community to show what the love of Christ 
looks like, by what we give and how we share. 

 
Every blessing, 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
It is gratifying to report that once again many people put in 
much effort to make a significant contribution to this cause.  
 
 

♦ Andrew Caskie’s organ recital raised £311 of which £210 was gift aided. 

♦ The Congregational lunch on 16th May produced £695 of which £638 was gift 
aided. 

♦ The Bridge Cross resulted in £2726 of which £1988 was gift aided. 

♦ In addition to these events the distribution envelopes which continue to be 
returned have yielded £1007 of which £824 is gift aided, with more to come. 

 
We are very conscious that at this time many folks are having difficulty in making 
ends meet and this outcome is therefore most heart-warming. Thank you all. 

 
John Macpherson 

CHURCH BARBECUE  
Tickets are now on sale for the barbecue on Sunday 20th June.  
These can be purchased in the vestibule before and after our 
morning services.  Ticket prices have been held at £5 for 
adults, and children go ‘free’ but we do need to know how 
many are  coming to ensure we have enough food to go round.  
We are also looking for some volunteers to help with preparing 
food items and serving and cooking on the day.  Sign up sheets 
are also in the vestibule on Sunday mornings along with lists 
for those needing or offering transport to Beecraigs.  Maps can be  provided too.  
We really do cater for all ages so please try to come along and help us have         
another successful church event. 
 
Norma Rolls 
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WORKSHOP 
If you are planning or considering a mission trip overseas in the next year or so, 

whether it is a holiday with a difference, a visit to a mission or development project, 

or a ‘gap’ year (or anything in between!) - this workshop is for you. 

 
This workshop will cover: 

How to handle your health 

Professional advice on preparation, protection and dealing with illness when 

overseas. 

How to handle your heart 

An experienced mental health professional talks about emotional challenges and 

how to deal with them. 

How to let God handle you 

We will finish with a reflection on God’s purposes in calling us to travel. 
 

 

The workshop will be suitable for anyone considering a short term mission trip:  

♦ Youth groups and youth leaders 

♦ Students 

♦ Individuals of all ages 
 
There is no charge for attendance. 
 
All those attending will be eligible for a discount at the Healthlink360 Travel Clinic, 
Carberry, Musselburgh (http://www.healthlink360.org). 
 
Alison Strang 
St. Paul’s and St. George’s Episcopal Church, Edinburgh 

Travelling?  

Some help on how to  
handle the ‘baggage’… 

SATURDAY WORKSHOP 
 

Preparing for short term mission trips 
 

Presented by Healthlink360 with St Paul’s and St George’s Church 
 

Saturday 12th June 2010 
9:45 am—12:30 pm 

No. 40, York Place, Edinburgh 
 

No attendance fee. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

JUNE    

Wednesday 9 10 am PPP Summer Coffee Morning 

Sunday 13 11 am 
6:30 pm 

Morning service—Peter Nelson 
Evening service—Rev Bill Taylor 

Monday 14 7:30 pm Kirk Session 

Tuesday 15 7:30 pm Worship & Christian Education Team 

Wednesday 16 7:30 am 
7:30 pm 

Early Birds Prayer in Annan House 
Manse House Group 

Thursday 17 7:30 pm Prayer Meeting in Annan House 

Saturday 19 7:30 pm Praise Gathering in the Usher Hall 

Sunday 20 11 am 
2-4:30 pm 
 
6:30 pm 

Baptism Luke 8 
Church Barbecue, Beecraigs Park,         
Linlithgow 
God’s Graffiti Daniel 5 

Monday 21 7:30 pm Congregational Board 

Sunday 27 11 am 
6:30 pm 

Luke 9 
How to tame lions Daniel 6 

JULY    

Sunday  4 11 am 
 

Morning service—Rev Willie-John Macdonald 
No evening service until September 

Wednesday 23 7:30 am Early Birds Prayer in Annan House 
Last meeting until 4 August 2010 
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The Prayer Page 

FOR OUR WORLD 

 
For peace in troubled parts, especially 
in Afghanistan, Thailand and Iraq. 
 
For the impact of the oil spill in the Gulf 
of Mexico on both the environment and 
the economy. 
 
For the crisis in the euro zone and its 
impact on the world economy. 

FOR OUR COUNTRY 

 
For the new government in               
Westminster as they settle into their 
new responsibilities. 
 
For an effective working relationship 
between Westminster and Holyrood. 
 
For concern for the poor, vulnerable 
and marginalised as increasing         
cutbacks are felt. 

FOR THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

 
Give thanks for a hard-working week at 
the General Assembly. 
 
Pray for Presbyteries as they plan to 
adjust for fewer ministers in future 
years but seek to maintain their focus 
on mission. 
 
Give thanks for 450 years since the 
Scottish Reformation and for the       
impact that has had on many areas of 
life ever since, not least education. 

FOR OUR CHURCH 

 
For our worship, fellowship and      
service when we are gathered on a 
Sunday and scattered throughout 
the week. 
 
For the work among children and 
young people during the week and 
on Sundays. 
 
For pastoral care and support to our 
elderly and housebound and for 
those struggling with ill-health. 
 
For our church barbecue on 20th 
June. 

Please pray:Please pray:Please pray:Please pray:    

 

Colin Sinclair 
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HEALTHLINK 360 
 

Stan and Betty enjoyed their foreign holidays,  

but this one was different.    
 
They were off to visit their church’s missionary partners and see something of 
their situation. Listen in to their conversation on their return home: 
 
If only we had been better prepared to cope with such a different culture...those 

toilets (or lack of them!), the lack of hygiene, the smells, the noise all night as 

well as all day, not being able to speak the language… 

 

If only we had kept well, and not had to try to find medical help when we were 

sightseeing far from our missionary partners… 

 

If only we could go somewhere now we are home to see someone who would     

understand how we have been affected emotionally by what we experienced on 

our trip, which was so unlike our previous holidays abroad… 

 

If only Stan and Betty realised they too could use the services of        

HealthLink360, as their missionary partners had done. 

 

Formerly called Care for Mission, HealthLink360 offers over 25 years of experience 
of unique cross-cultural preparation, support and debriefing for those who serve 
(mainly) with Christian organisations overseas, as well as counselling support for 
those engaged in Christian ministry in Scotland. Stan and Betty would have found 
a modified cross-cultural preparation and consultation at the Travel Clinic so      
helpful as they “left the beaten track” of their previous overseas package tours.  
Many do not expect to return home quite so “traumatised” by experiences they 
have had on their overseas trip, and they have no idea to whom they can turn for 
help. 
Others like Stan and Betty might include Christian young people going abroad for 
a gap year, students off on an “elective” overseas, or small church-sent teams 
engaging in short term service. 
 
Right now HealthLink360 needs your help: to make its services known more 
widely; to pray for its vital work which is integral to Christian mission today; and 
to support it financially as it does not receive any funding from statutory sources, 
such as the NHS. 
 
One day, YOU may wish to use its services, so please keep these details 

handy for future reference! 

E-mail admin@healthlink360.org Website www.healthlink360.org 

Address: HealthLink360, Carberry, Musselburgh EH21 8PW 

Tel:  0131 653 6767 

 

Colin Sinclair 
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WHAT’S ON? 

SALTMINE THEATRE COMPANY 
Thank you to all those who have offered accommodation for the team from          
Saltmine who are coming to perform in August this year. We now have enough 
beds for all those coming. Thanks too for those who have offered to help with     
stewarding and catering. We still have some spaces there for those who would like 
to help (see the lists in the vestibule or phone the office or Manse and offer your 
services). We now want you to come and enjoy with your friends the two               
productions that are on offer. 
Faustus tells the well-known tragic tale of the man who sold his soul to the devil.  
Secret Believers is a new play based on the book of that name by Brother Andrew 
(God’s smuggler). At the General Assembly the book was commended by the World 
Mission Council as part of their report on the Suffering church. It reminds us how 
costly it can be to be a Christian in many parts of the world today. Do come and 
see for yourself.  
 
PROGRAMME 

Monday 23  7:15 pm  Faustus 
Tuesday 24  7:15 pm  Secret Believers 
Wednesday 25 1:15 pm  Faustus 
   7:15 pm  Faustus 
Thursday 26  7:15 pm  Secret Believers 
Friday 27  1:15 pm  Secret Believers 
   7:15 pm  Secret Believers 
Saturday 28  1:15 pm  Faustus 
 

 

Tickets: Faustus £9 (£7) Secret Believers £7 (£6). Available from the end of June. 
 
Colin Sinclair 

...and He answered 

A special evening of thanksgiving and prayer for 
work amongst the children and young people     
of Edinburgh 
worship : news : stories : pray 

Evening of Prayer and 

Thanksgiving with        
Scripture Union 

 
On Monday 7th June 
7.15pm - 9.15pm 

Holyrood Abbey Church 
83 London Road EH7 5TT 

 
For more information, please call 
Scripture Union: 0131 445 4125 

 
Scripture Union Offices 
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Palmerston News 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Thanks to everyone who helped at the General Assembly. 
It seemed everywhere I turned I met someone from 
Palmerston Place. Some were stewarding, others            
catering. Some were driving, some in the visitors’ gallery, 
and we had David McColl as the Assembly officer.           
 
The event went very smoothly and the Moderator             
expressed the appreciation of the Assembly for the work 
Peter Bolton had done as Chief Steward over the past five 
years. Much of the business was simply that—the steady 
work carried out that didn’t grab the headlines. As always 
the worship stood out, and the special service to mark 
the 450th Anniversary of the Reformation was a particular 
highlight.  
 

Each day seemed very long, and involved a lot of sitting and listening - but it was 
good to chat over coffee and at meals and meet up with people from all over      
Scotland and beyond. 
 
Colin Sinclair 

SCRIPTURE UNION 
I am away for a week in June (having not got away at Easter due to the “ash”).       
I chair the meeting of the SU International Executive and staff team in Germany, 
and then I am taking a weekend off to visit, with Ruth, a family in Amsterdam.      
Alistair Macdonald was one of my boys at SU camp in 1988 and later my Assistant 
Team leader. He worked as a Christian relief worker in Afghanistan for a number of 
years. Later Ruth and I would be at his wedding and I would preach at his              
ordination as an Episcopal Minister. For the last 
three years he has been serving in Amsterdam 
where a former assistant at Palmerston Place, 
John Cowie, is the Church of Scotland minister.   
 
Whilst I am away we welcome back to lead our 
morning service, our most recent Assistant,        
Peter Nelson, and in the evening one of our own 
congregation and Senior Prison Chaplain,           
Rev Bill Taylor. 
 
Colin Sinclair 
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Palmerston News 

CARE VAN 
The Care Van is out every night during the      
summer months. When you are on holiday think 
of the homeless person out of the streets. Even 
although the weather is warm the nights can be 
cold. We are looking for donations of clothes; 
jerseys, coats, trousers and also blankets if      
anyone still has any. Also we could use packets 
of cup-a-soup. If you have anything you can 
give please bring them on a Sunday morning 

(there is a box in the Lothian Room marked Care Van) or if you want anything      
uplifted please contact me. Thank you. 
 
David Boyd 

SUMMER SUNDAYS 
During July and in August up till the schools resume the Crèche will 
run as usual in the Belford Room throughout the Church Service.     
Following the Children’s Blessing the Beginners and Seekers along 
with visiting children will be welcome to join us upstairs in the 
Church Hall.   
We are preparing for fun mornings with plenty of games, songs 

from a Colin Buchanan CD and some from Fischy Music as well as our regular juice 
and biscuits.  Members of Senior Horizon will be on hand to help out but in order to 
let our regular Leaders have a summer break we would be delighted to hear from 
anyone who could volunteer even for one Sunday. Please give your name to me if 
you are able to help. 
 
Norma Rolls 

CARBON FOOTPRINT 
The General Assembly instructed congregations to lower their carbon 
footprint 5% each year. In particular that refers to the amount of gas 
and electricity we use. At the Stated Annual Meeting an elder suggested 
that the lights could be dimmed during the sermon. This could both 
help to reduce emission, and remind all users to switch off unnecessary 
heat and light in the various parts of Annan House and the church.     
The Congregational Board agreed and we have now started             
lowering the lights. There is no truth that this is either to make it easier 
to doze during the sermon or to make the passing of sweets less       
obvious! 
 
Colin Sinclair 
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WHAT’S ON? 

19th JUNE at 7:30 PM 
There is something very moving about hearing a 
large choir sing Christian songs and hymns.   
For many years Praise Gathering has filled the Royal 
Concert Hall with their own distinctive sound. When 
we lived in Glasgow Ruth sang in the choir and I was 
asked to give the “thought for the day”. For the first 
time they are dipping their toe in Edinburgh, 
performing at the Usher Hall on Saturday 19th June. 
Ruth is singing as is our Session Clerk, Peter Gray as 
part of a large choir. It would be lovely if we could 
support this venture and perhaps bring along friends 
and family. Tickets can be bought from the Usher 
Hall Box office (228 1155) variously priced at £9, 
£10.50 and £14.50.   
 
With Origin not performing this year it is a unique 
opportunity to worship God with those from other 
churches in Edinburgh and beyond. 
 
Colin Sinclair 

 SUMMER COFFEE MORNINGS 
The coffee mornings started on 12th May when we 
raised £71 for Teenage Cancer Trust. 
 
Please come and join us on the second Wednesday of 
each month: 
 
Wednesday 9th June Richmond’s Hope 
Wednesday 14th July Care Van 
Wednesday 11th August Cystic Fybrosis 
Wednesday 8th September Post Natal Depression 
 
Mary Bennett 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL? 
 

Do we still have a Sunday School?   
 

After the second hymn on a Sunday morning the children and young      
people leave the church and disappear off to various rooms.  

The Beginners (ages 2 – 5) rush up 
to the Church Hall where they will 
play games, sing songs, colour in, 
make something, listen to a story 
and may have time for juice and 
biscuits too. They follow the      
Bubbles section of the Light        
programme produced by Scripture 
Union and always enjoy the variety 
of activities on offer.               
The Seekers (ages             
5 – 10) climb all the way 
up to the farthest room 
at the top of  Annan 
House where they flop on 
beanbags to catch their 
breath before getting 
into quizzes and games. 
They also have a Bible 
Story and some craft 
activity and manage to 
fit in their juice and biscuits too. 
They follow the Splash section of 
the Light material which is specially 
targeted at this age group.          
The Boarders from ESMS head off 
to the Carlow Room and enjoy      
activities prepared by their Leaders 
but based on a religious topic, and 
break to devour fizzy drinks and 
chocolate biscuits.  
 The Senior Horizon Group          
(ages 12 – 16), including a group of 
boarders from St Mary’s Music 
School, meets in the Lounge where 
the teenagers are introduced to 
more demanding topics following a 
mixture of materials,  

some from the Church of Scotland, 
some from SU and some from     

others sources. The highlight of 
their morning is hot chocolate with 
cakes.   
If everyone turned up together we 
would have over 50 youngsters       
taking part in our “Sunday School”.  
Perhaps we need a new name in 

keeping with the times.  As 
well as these groups we also 
have the Crèche available 
every Sunday, throughout 
the service, with up to 10 
babies on the go. Parents 
can stay too or pop in and 
out to the service.             
The Crèche is located in the      
Belford Room, in the        
vestibule, where our willing 
volunteers provide a warm 

welcome and lots of toys. 
Following our plea in the autumn 
for more Leaders and Assistants we 
have been able to run all of these 
groups during this session but only 
just. We would still welcome a few 
more volunteers to work with our 
youngsters when groups resume in 
the autumn.  If you could help in 
this way or know someone who is 
too shy to put themselves forward 
then do please speak to              
Colin Sinclair or me. 

 
Norma Rolls 
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Children and Young people @ PPC  

Brownies and Guides                                                                         
Brownies have had a busy year during the Girlguiding Centenary. We started 
off enjoying the Mosquito drive to raise money for Chogoria hospital and in           
particular we all made beaded bracelets to sell on the night. We then had our 
Centenary Launch party with the other Brownies & Guides in Raeburn Division at 
Mary Erskine school. Most of us then attended the Edinburgh Scout & Guide Gang 
Show in November at the King's Theatre. 
  
Both those activities (fundraising and the 
Gang Show) have let us achieve half of a 
special Scottish centenary Badge which is 
made up of 4 sections of the Saltire. Those 
sections are related to Creativity and                
Community. We also got the Heritage section 
in May when we joined 1600 Brownies 
to storm Edinburgh Castle. We had great fun 
learning about the dungeons, the one o'clock 
gun and the Crown Jewels, but maybe had 
most fun trying to find the 8 centenary ducks 
which were hidden around the castle.           
Finally some of us have achieved the                              
Adventure section by attending the Scottish 
Brownie pack holiday called the Big Brownie 
adventure. We got the chance to sleep in a tent and try Canadian canoeing which 
was fabulous! 
  
Other than centenary celebrations we got up to the usual arts, crafts and games 
and even achieved our Healthy Heart badge. We don't have long left before the 
summer holidays but as usual we have many things planned. There is to be 
a special centenary supplement of Brownies, Rainbows and Guides in 
the Edinburgh evening news on 8th-10th June, so we have the photographer 
coming to take our group photo to publish in the local paper on 9th June. We 

have a promise celebration for the 4 new Brownies 
who recently joined us from Murrayfield Rainbows, 
and we have walks and a chip & dip night planned to 
finish the term. We are however already looking       
forward to 20th October which is to be the Centenary 
Finale and all local groups will party at the               
Corn Exchange to end our 100 years of Girlguiding. 
 

Nicola McDermid 
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Brownies and Guides                                                                         

I hope you like the new format of the order of service that 
has been introduced in recent weeks.  The music played 
before and after the services is now listed among the      
notices and welcome slides shown on the screens in 

church.  After the busy period of May with many dates to observe, there is 
a quieter spell in June.   I’m grateful to David Turner and my predecessor 
David Hare for covering holidays in due course. 
 
One of the important aspects of keeping our praise relevant and alive is the 
steady introduction of new songs and hymns.  We are I am sure familiar 
with many of the hymns by contemporary writer Stuart Townend – titles 
like How deep the Father’s love for us, See! What a morning, and In Christ 
alone.  Another excellent source is the Northern Irish couple Keith and 
Kristyn Getty.  On Sunday 6 June we will have sung two new songs written 
by them, including the opening hymn Come people of the risen King.      
These hymns have good melodic tunes and are packed with theology.  I 
hope that you find them useful and meaningful. 
 
I’d like to bring to your attention an exciting musical project nearing      
completion.  In its churches and halls, Edinburgh has a range of pipe organs 
of a quality almost unrivalled in the United Kingdom.  The Edinburgh        
Society of Organists has set out to bring these to a wider audience by     
publishing a high quality “coffee-table” book showcasing many of these      
instruments.  This full-colour hardback book has been produced in                
collaboration with East Lothian-based Delphian Records Ltd and will be 
available from the end of June.  The book covers some 22 organs in and 
around Edinburgh; the book is accompanied by four CDs containing nearly 
five hours of brand new recordings of all the instruments.  Needless to say, 
our fine organ at Palmerston Place takes its rightful position amongst those 
featured.  There are some beautiful photographs of the church, and I         
recorded three pieces back in October for the CDs. You may be interested 
to know that for the recording we removed all the seats from the church, 
and also every pew cushion, upstairs and downstairs.  I remain grateful to 
the heavy squad of helpers who made this possible!  The removal of all this 
absorbent material transformed the resonance of the building; the            
recordings sound wonderful.  The book is available from late June for 
£39.50 + £4.99p&p from www.edinburghorganists.org and will also be for 
sale (without postage) at our Festival Fringe recitals this summer.  Do buy 
a copy! 
 
Andrew Caskie 

NOTES FROM THE ORGAN BENCH 


