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Minister’s Letter to the Congregation 
 
 
Dear Friends,        March 2010 
 
  It always surprises me that there is not, in the church, the same 
anticipation of Easter as there is of Christmas. It is probably because whereas 
the country as a whole recognizes Christmas in one form or another, Easter is 
seen simply as a spring break for many outside the church and sometimes for 
those inside also. 
 
  However, in the church, it is Easter not Christmas that lies at the 
heart of our faith. The whole thrust of the New Testament is focused on the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. The Christian year in observing Lent then 
Holy Week is trying to get us, first to focus, then to slow down, so that the 
events we mark are given proper attention. As with Christmas there are so 
many moods that need to be experienced for proper understanding and     
appreciation. Passion Sunday on 21st March allows us to look at the events of 
the Cross from a distance as it were and to put Palm Sunday 28th in proper 
perspective. This year, the choir on Palm Sunday evening will also help us 
with “Olivet to Calvary”. We do not, as a congregation, have services for each 
day of holy week but we do highlight the two most central moments, Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday. On the first, Jesus met with his disciples in the 
upper room and there, in the midst of his deepest teaching, gave new      
meaning to bread and wine which we still remember in our Communion      
Services. Later that day came the prayer in Gethsemane, followed swiftly by 
betrayal, arrest, denial and a series of false trials. On Good Friday we mark 
the events of what has been called “the Longest Day” when Christ died for our 
sins upon the Cross. 
 
  That solemn journey to the foot of the Cross, is the necessary 
preparation for coming to see the wonder of Easter Sunday and grasping the 
enormity of it. Christ has risen against all the odds. In our world today we 
need to have hope that, when all else is lost, God still reserves the last word 
for himself. And it is this. Christ has conquered. We can affirm, against all 
that faces us, that ultimately love is stronger than hate, good has overcome 
evil, life does vanquish death and Jesus lives today. 
 
  Why not make sure that the events that we mark in Holy Week 
and Easter are written into your diary. Perhaps you could bring your friends 
and family to some of our services over the period. It remains the greatest 
story ever told and it constantly needs a fresh audience.  
 
  Every blessing, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
IN PALMERSTON PLACE CHURCH 

 
“bringing Christian worship, fellowship 

and service back to the heart of everyday life” 

 
    11.00 am Morning Worship 
    6.30 pm Evening Service   

                                                                             
Crèche is available every Sunday morning.   

 Beginners, Seekers, ESMS Boarders and Senior Horizon  
normally meet during the Morning Service.   

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
There will be a Family Communion Service on Sunday 14 March 

where the elements will be served round the table. 
There will be a Traditional Communion Service on Sunday 25 April 

where the elements will be served in the pew. 
 

THE STATED ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
Will be held at 7.30 pm on Monday 22 March  

 
KIRK SESSION 

Next meeting will be held on Monday April 12 at 7:30 pm 
 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD 
Next meeting will be held on Monday April 19 at 7:30 pm 

 
Meetings of Kirk Session and Congregational Board are held in public. 

You are welcome to come along. 
   

THE REVIEW AND OUTLOOK 
All material for the April issue  

should be in the hands of the Secretary  
by Tuesday 23 March. 

 

***** 
 

The Minister  asks those who read the Review and Outlook to inform him and 
his team about ways in which they can help, such as requests for hospital and 
other visits, and also about changes of address. The card inserted into the 
cover of the congregational hymnbook is convenient for this purpose, and is 
also for the use of those visiting the congregation. You may wish to draw   
visitors’ attention to it. 



 

 

R&O HELP NEEDED! 
After a good many years—at least 14—Elizabeth Sommerville has decided that 
the time has come for her to step down from the monthly job of bundling and 
distributing the Review and Outlook. A hearty thank you is due to Elizabeth for 
all of her dedication and hard work for the R&O over the years. Therefore, we 
are looking for somebody to fill Elizabeth’s shoes.  
The job involves: 
 

♦  Making up the district bundles 

♦  Posting roughly 20 through the mail 

♦  Being present in the Lothian Room on the 1st Sunday of the month   

♦  A few hand deliveries may be necessary 
 
Contact Elizabeth to get a good idea of what it involves.  

PEEBLES OUTING  SUNDAY 9 MAY 
Every year in May we take an afternoon trip down to Peebles.  Members of 
the congregation offer to drive our older members and those who are    
housebound down to the Hydro. We gather there between 4-5, and at 5     
drivers and passengers go in for high tea together. For some who are now 
housebound, this is the only chance they get to meet other members.  After 
our meal we go to one of the lounges, which has been reserved for us, and 
share in a half hour evening service led by myself and Willie-John, our       
Pastoral Assistant. Then it is back to the cars and home to Edinburgh. We     
extend an invitation to those who would like to come to sign up nearer the 
time. We also need drivers in our congregation who would be willing to help. 
It is lovely when some younger drivers offer. For further details speak to your 
elder, or the minister, or to Helen Macpherson. 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
March    

Sunday 7 
 

11 am 
6:30 pm 

Luke 13 Fruitless fig tree Baptism 
Rev 21 A new heaven and a new earth 

Monday 8 7:30 pm Monday House Group at the Black’s 

Wednesday  10 7:30 am 
2:15 pm 

Early Birds Prayer 
PPP Colin Sinclair 

Thursday  11 2 pm 
7:30 pm 

Friendship Club 
Thursday House Group at John & Helen Macpherson’s 
Choir—”Olivet to Calvary” 

Sunday 14 11 am 
 
3 pm 
6:30 pm 

Luke 15 Time to come home 
Family Communion (Mothering Sunday) 
Sutherland Street Service 
Rev 22 The final word 

Wednesday 17 7:30 am 
7:30 pm 

Early Birds Prayer meeting 
House group at Manse 

Thursday 18 2 pm 
7:30 pm 
 

Friendship Club 
Prayer meeting 
Choir—”Olivet to Calvary” 

Sunday 21 11 am 
 
4—5:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

John 12 Anointing of Jesus 
Student and young adult lunch at Manse 
Choir—”Olivet to Calvary” 
Journey to Calvary 

Monday 22 7:30 pm Stated Annual Meeting 

Tuesday 23 7:30 pm Bridging the Gap 

Wednesday 24 7:30 am 
12:15 pm 

Early Birds Prayer Meeting 
PPP Teenage Cancer Trust 

Thursday 25 2 pm 
7:30 pm 

Friendship Club 
Choir—”Olivet to Calvary” 

Sunday 28 11 am 
6:30 pm 

Palm Sunday 
Choir present “Olivet to Calvary” 
NB Clock change today 

Monday  29 6:35 pm Coordinating Team 

Wednesday 31 7:30 am 
7:30 pm 

Early Birds Prayer Meeting 
Choir 

April    

Thursday 1 2 pm 
7:30 pm 

Friendship Club 
Maundy Thursday Service (in Upper Room—Carlow Room) 

Friday 2 7:30 pm Good Friday Service 

Sunday 4 6 am 
11 am 
6:30 pm 

Joint dawn service at St. Mary’s 
Easter Day Service 
Easter Reflection 



 

 

The Prayer Page 

 

"It is good to praise the Lord"    
Psalm 92 v 1 

 
Let us take time to think of all that God has done for us, for all his wonderful 
blessings and to praise him for them. 
 
Let us thank God for the good things we enjoy; and for the way he has enabled 
us when times have been very hard. 
 
 
Pray for  our minister, Colin, as he prepares to lead worship and preach 
  week after week; as he pastors our congregation and parish; and 
  as he has the added responsibility of Polworth Church. 
               our Property Convenor and all who look after and maintain our 
  buildings. 
               our Treasurers with their heavy responsibility of overseeing our 
  finances. 
    the Stated Annual Meeting on March 22nd which many will  
  attend realising that the discussions and decisions affect us all. 
 
Pray for  great blessing on all who attended the Christianity Explored 
  course, and on the leaders. 
 
Pray for  the Presbytery of Edinburgh which meets in our buildings,     
  may God give them wisdom and grace. 
 
Pray for  all taking part in the Easter Play in Princes Street Gardens on 
  Easter Saturday; that all who see it will be challenged and blessed 
  in experiencing this portrayal of God's amazing love. Give thanks 
  that it is possible to do the play in such a public park. 
 
Pray for  our city and those who govern it. Pray for integrity, for wisdom 
  in the many and varied decisions that are made.  
  For compassion and perseverance for those employed in caring 
  professions and those who maintain law and order. 
 
Pray for  our MPs and MSPs as they prepare for a General Election soon. 
  Pray that Christian candidates may be as salt and light in this       
  demanding and difficult arena. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A story of HOPE, love and triumph over death 
 

Only a few weeks to go now and the pace is hotting up! Lots of emails, lots of 
discussions, lots of prayers. The art exhibition is nearing a crucial stage as the 

artists begin to submit their work.  
 

YOU CAN HELP  
Construction Crew: The leader is offering an extreme construction experience! 
Be sure not to miss out if this is your bag. He is appealing for strong, active    
volunteers to put up and take down Pilate’s Palace, the Cross, etc. Can you 
spare a few hours on Good Friday or Easter Saturday to do a two-three hour 
shift? Three shifts on Friday: 7.30 am to 10.30 am; 10.30 am – 12.30 pm; and 
4.00 – 6.00 pm. Two on Saturday: an early one from 8.00 to 10.30 am; and a 
late one from 4.00 – 8.00 pm. He is also looking for help on Thursday 1st April, 
3.00 - 6.00 pm, loading vans at the Easter Play storage site in Loanhead and on 
Thursday 8th April, 7.00 - 9.00 pm taking down the Cross and transporting it 
back to Loanhead. Get in touch with Robert: bob@robertgardiner.wanadoo.co.uk  
Stage Crew: The stage manager is looking for a team of volunteers to help with 
moving props from one scene to the next, making sure each scene is ready        
before the actors arrive, generally acting as “gofers”. A front-line job, right in 
the thick of it. Dress rehearsal on Friday and two performances of the play on 
Saturday. Let me know if you are interested. 
 Sound Crew: the Warehouse Sound Company who looks after the sound       
system needs some volunteers. If you are fit and active, able to lift a certain 
amount of weight and have a basic understanding of sound matters, this is for 
you. People needed on Friday and Saturday for setting up and dismantling          
– even for a few hours. Let me know if you are interested.    
Members of the Cast: there is still time to get a non-speaking (but dressed-up 
and in character) part. No-one turned away, all ages welcome. Rehearsals: 
Wednesday evenings at St John’s Church (West End Princes St, side door) at 
7.00 pm. Just turn up.  
Marshals: people needed to ensure crowd movement and safety, look after lost 
children, direct latecomers, welcome visitors, look after disabled and elderly    
participants, etc. Crucial role.  All marshals must attend one two-hour training 
session in March (there are three sessions to choose from, two evening ones and 
a Saturday one). Let me know if you are willing to do either the morning or       
afternoon performance on Saturday (or both).  
And don’t forget to Pray for: everyone involved in the art exhibition; everyone 
involved in The Play; everyone who comes to see either or both of these – that 
they will be freshly touched by the real message of Easter; for good weather; 
and, most of all, for God to be glorified and Jesus Christ to be honoured in our 
capital city.  
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on 
via email at susankidston@hsbc.com or any Sunday evening after evening wor-
ship.  Alternatively if you want to know more, please visit the website 
www.easterplay.org.  
Susan Kidston 
 
 



 

 

 
What is ce@costacoffee?  
ce@costacoffee is a Christianity Explored course run and supported by a 
host of Edinburgh area churches, across the denominations.  
Who is ce@costacoffee for?  
The course is for anyone who wants to investigate the claims of Christianity 
in an informal, non-church, group setting. Whether you have previous      
experience of church, Christians and the Bible, or none at all, this is the 
course for you. Everyone is welcome. We will respect your background,    
culture and beliefs. Tell us as little, or as much about yourself as you feel 
comfortable. Christians are encouraged to invite non-Christians to the 
course and accompany them, if desired.  
What goes on?  
Costa Coffee refreshments are available upon arrival giving an opportunity 
to relax. The course is normally run in groups of 6-8 people, and after 
briefly discussing the course material from the previous week, there is a 20 
minute talk on a different topic each week. The groups discuss any        
questions that arise and the evening is wound up around 9pm.  
Can I pull out if I want to?  
Of course you can. Bring along your doubts and questions and feel free to 
leave the course at any time.  
How much does it cost?  
The course is free but an opportunity will be given to those who wish to     
contribute towards the cost of the refreshments.  
Do I have to bring anything?  
No. All the course materials are provided.  
Is it like church?  
No. It's a non-church venue and it is not a church service. There will be no 
praying, singing, and you will not be asked to read aloud.  
Am I going to get preached at?  
Each evening includes a talk designed to explain an aspect of Christian    
belief and to stimulate discussion. Hopefully you will find it challenging and 
amusing. Group leaders will facilitate discussion and try to answer         
questions. You will not have to speak in a group if you don't want to. You 
are welcome to come and just sit and listen. 
 
This course runs for 7 weeks and is supported and advertised by 

twelve City Centre Churches in Edinburgh, including Palmerston 
Place. 7:15pm for 7:30pm start until 9pm on Monday evenings from 
8th March. Go yourself, go with a friend, enjoy a latte and explore 
the reality of the Christian faith. 
 

 

 

Palmerston News 

 
      

   

EASTER SERVICES 
Our Easter week services begin with Palm Sunday on 
28 March. This is also the day the clocks go forward!     
As well as our usual Palm Sunday morning service an 
augmented choir are preparing “Olivet to Calvary” of 
which you can read more in this magazine.  
 
 

We have a reflective Maundy Thursday service at 7.30 pm in our own 
“upper room”, the Carlow Room in 10 Palmerston Place, in which we will 
recall the events of that night and share communion together.  
 
On Good Friday we meet in the church at 7:30 pm to remember Christ’s 
death on Calvary.  
 
Easter Sunday starts early with a joint dawn communion at St Mary’s 
which takes place at 6 am and is followed by a light breakfast.                    
 
In Palmerston Place we have an all-age service at 11 am to mark        
Easter Day and then gather again in the evening at 6:30 pm to reflect on 
the most important weekend of the Christian year.  

 
During February Jo and Aaron led an SU training    
weekend up at Alltnacriche. Gregor Innes, Amanda    
Ferguson, and Jack Macdonald led the Edinburgh      
S1-S6 SU weekend at Lendrick Muir over the last 
weekend of the month. Over Easter Jo Black will be    
co-leading an SU holiday at Lendrick Muir and some of 

our youngsters will be there as campers. Please pray on for the work of SU 
both in Edinburgh and in Scotland and for these strategic events which can 
and have been life changing for so many over the years.  

STATED ANNUAL MEETING 
The Stated Annual meeting of the congregation will take place in the 
church on Monday 22nd March at 7.30 pm. Copies of the agenda, last year’s 
minutes and the accounts will be available from Sunday 14th March. The 
SAM will also be asked to vote on the proposal from the Session and the 
Board that we move to the Unitary Constitution as explained in February’s 
Review and Outlook. All are welcome to attend though only members of 
the congregation can vote. 
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Care Van 
December broke a lot of weather records. The New Year kept up the          
momentum. The Care Van continued through thick snow and temperatures 
as low as –11 c. That night in Altnaharra it reached –22 c which matched 
the temperature at the South Pole. The Care Van flasks of soup serviced 
with teas and coffee (plus up to 5 spoonfuls of sugar) gave warmth and  
support to many on the streets of Edinburgh. Teams from almost every    
denomination served and from as far flung as Penicuik in the South,       
Mussleburgh in the East and even some folk from Fife. Each took their turn 
in giving up a night in front of the fire to brave the Baltic and snell winds at 
Waverly Bridge, the slippery paths of St Cuthberts graveyards and the     
revellers of the grass market to provide sustenance to the Clients of the 
Care Van. 
 
Care Shelter 
The Shelter has been busy over November and December with numbers up 
to 40 staying over and 55 having food. We have been able to provide for 
this high number and the churches who provide food have coped admirably 
with the numbers. Each night the catering teams arrive at about 7 pm to get 
the cooking started and the Bethany staff arrive at the venues around      
8:15 pm to set up the sleeping arrangements and meet the volunteers for 
the evening.  
 
A high percentage of the people using the shelter have been from Eastern 
Europe and most of them have come to the UK to work but now they seem 
to be stuck for various reasons with no work and no family to support them.  
Bethany provides an open door to these people as they have nowhere else 
to live. We are grateful to everyone who has worked to provide the shelter. 
The churches who provide the halls to use, the catering teams, the staff who 
work long hours and everyone who has bought a Caring Christmas Tree or 
given financially so that the work can go ahead.  
After trial runs last year, Bethany has been providing the Care Shelter in    
Aberdeen and Inverness this winter.  
 
Palmerston Place Church provided a shelter team on Tuesday 9th February 
when around 40 people were catered for. 
 
David Boyd 

CARE VAN & SHELTER 
Taken from Care Van News No.2—Winter 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Praise Gathering is coming to Edinburgh in 2010. Founded as the 'Psalms 
Alive Choir' back in 1985, the ministry of Praise Gathering has developed          
significantly in recent years and now comprises over 400 singers who        
represent some 125 churches across Central Scotland. This year's concerts 
were again held in the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall and attracted 5,800 people 
during the weekend of 12-14 June. The unique sound of the choir has been 
captured on many recordings, including the latest CD/DVD "This is our God!"  
(a recording of the 2009 concerts). 
 
With God's help, Praise Gathering seeks to pursue excellence in every area of 
its ministry - the content and quality of our concert programme has enabled 
many Christians to positively invite friends, family, or business colleagues and 
bring them into an environment of praise in the certain knowledge that    
"God inhabits the praises of His people." We are aware of many people having 
been blessed, encouraged and helped through either their involvement in the 
choir or by attending a concert, for which we give God all the glory.  
In addition, the financial surplus from the concerts has enabled us to support 
the work of a number of Christian organisations, namely Scripture Union    
Scotland, Gospel Literature Outreach, Care for the Family and Mission Aviation    
Fellowship. 
 
The Usher Hall has been booked by Praise Gathering for Saturday 19 June 
2010 at 7.30 pm - two weeks after our Glasgow Concerts (4 - 6 June). The    
commitment from choir members involves 10 rehearsals over 10 weeks           
- a season of praise. The rehearsals would be held on Tuesday evenings from 
13th April onwards (7.15pm to 9.45pm) at Davidson’s Mains Parish church. 
Tickets will go on sale at the Box Office on Monday 12 April.  
 
Information for Edinburgh Choir 
Rehearsals for the EDINBURGH CONCERT will take place on the following 
dates: 
Tuesday 13, 20, 27 April 
Tuesday 4, 11, 18, 25 May  
(no rehearsal on Tuesday 1 June) 
Tuesday 8 June 
Monday 14 June  
Tuesday 15 June 
Singers should attend a minimum of 8 (out of 10) choir rehearsals and also 
the full rehearsal (with the band) in the Usher Hall at 2pm on Saturday 19 
June. 
To sing in the Edinburgh Choir you must fill out a Registration form,   
Edinburgh Choir Registration  Form which you can get by going to 
www.praisegathering.org.uk 
 



 

 

ALL-REQUEST ORGAN RECITAL 
by Andrew Caskie 

Saturday 8 May 2010, 7.30pm  
at Palmerston Place Church, Edinburgh 

Free admission (donations to Christian Aid welcomed) 
 

To mark Christian Aid week, I thought it might be fun to present an           
all-request programme organ recital to raise funds for the charity.  This is 
your chance to decide the whole programme! Perhaps there is a piece you 
had at your wedding, or have heard on the radio or on a Sunday, that you 
would like to hear again. Anything (and that does mean anything) goes!  
Please let me have your requests as soon as possible. The only conditions 
are: i) that you are able to be there; and ii) you make a £10 donation to 
Christian Aid per piece requested.  Do mark the date in your diary, and 
get those requests coming! 
 
Andrew Caskie 

 

FORTH ROAD BRIDGE     

SPONSORED WALK 
This year’s Bridge Cross will take place on 
Saturday 24 April.  Sponsorship forms are 
now available from John Macpherson or 
another member of the Service Team. In 
the past this has always been a great    
fundraiser for Christian Aid. It would be 
great if we could turn in good numbers this 
year. It can be great fun for a good cause.  

 

WHAT’S ON? 

 LOOKING AHEAD... 

 

Sunday 9 May 

Annual Peebles Outing  
 

Origin Spring Praise Night  
8:30 pm in Palmerston Place 

 

May 16th 

All Age service and lunch in aid of Christian Aid 
 

May 31st 

Back to Church Sunday for our Anniversary 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the (many?!) refreshing things about a Sunday off duty is the opportunity 
to see how other churches do things.  Over the last few weeks we have enjoyed 
being at St Paul’s & St George’s Episcopal Church here in Edinburgh for a baptism, 
and then at Jesmond Parish Church in Newcastle while staying with family who are 
involved there. 
 
At both churches the congregations were large, and the hymns and songs were a 
mixture of familiar and unknown.  At one church all the singing was led by a small 
praise band and at the other it was half organ and half praise band.  Encountering 
fellowships who do things differently (and seem quite happy in it) is a useful     
challenge – back home, are we doing the right thing, and what lessons might we 
learn?  For example, one church started the service with a children’s song.         
Another had a few songs / hymns after the sermon to allow more time for people 
to respond. 
 
The one thing that struck me about both places (apart from the excellent filter    
coffee post-service in St Paul’s & St George’s!) was that the singing of both       
congregations was very encouraging.  Sometimes we come to church leaving our 
hearts at the door, or our minds on what’s for lunch, etc. It has been a rush to get 
out the door, we have visitors coming, there can be many things preying on our 
mind.  All this can perhaps get in the way of us being able to consider properly the 
words we sing. Heartfelt singing only happens when we all feel in our hearts           
– not surprisingly – the words we are singing.  I’m the worst culprit for thinking 
“Oh no, How great Thou art again…” – let’s try to cast aside our distractions and 
apply our heads and hearts as we sing each Sunday, considering the meaning of 
the words being sung. 
 
Despite the stimulation of being away, it’s always lovely to come back!  There is 
much to do just now in preparing for Holy Week and Easter.  Do come along to the 
church for the evening service on Palm Sunday (28 March) when an augmented 
choir will sing Maunder’s Lenten cantata (the story of Holy Week set to music)     
Olivet to Calvary.  Full details are elsewhere in this magazine.  Please do see this 
as an opportunity for outreach and worship rather than a concert; perhaps there is 
a friend you could invite to come along? 
 
Our choir will also be singing at the evening services on Good Friday and Easter 
Day – three evenings in eight days.  Please do pray for them as they gather     
regularly to rehearse and sing. 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE ORGAN BENCH 



 

 

 
Coming up, please mark the weekend of 8 / 9 May in your diaries: on Saturday 
8 May at 7.30pm I will be giving an organ recital in the church, the programme 
of which is to be decided by you – all requests in support of Christian Aid       
(see advert elsewhere in the magazine).  On Sunday 9 May at 8.30pm we look 
forward to welcoming Christians from across the city once again for the Origin 
Spring Praise Night.  Last year this was a wonderful occasion, with the church 
packed upstairs and downstairs – do come this year. 
 
Thank you for all your support of music in the church.  I hope to see you at 
some of the special events planned over the next few months. 
 
Andrew Caskie  

 
Olivet to Calvary by J. H. Maunder 

 
Sung by augmented choir 

 
Palmerston Place Church 

Sunday 28th March 
6:30 pm 

 
Directed by Andrew Caskie 

 
Organist – John Kitchen  

 
Please bring a friend! 

 

 

ORGAN RECITAL BY ANDREW CASKIE 
Tuesday 13 April 2010 

7.30pm  
at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Palmerston Place, Edinburgh 

Free admission (refreshments served afterwards) 
  
Programme of British organ music from 1901-1950: music by Hollins, Parry, 

Stanford, Harris, Howells, Bairstow, Jackson, Bridge, Cocker,  
Lemare and Whitlock. 

WHAT’S ON? 

Powerpoint Edinburgh is a    

Christian Youth event supported by local 
churches in Edinburgh, Scripture Union 
Scotland, and Alpha Scotland, and is 
open to secondary school aged young 
people from all background. Attendees 
are drawn from all around Scotland, 
most frequently from Edinburgh, the 
Lothians, Scottish Borders and Fife. The 
event is in its 12th Year and is regularly 
attended by around 400 young people 

The cost/suggested donation at every event is £3. 
Each event includes 

♦ Engaging worship 

♦ Guest Speakers 

♦ The Mix – an opportunity to meet others 

♦ After Hours – a chilled out café environment for S5 & S6 
young people  

 
Next Powerpoint: 

Chosen 
with Kevin McGlade 
Friday 19th March 

St Paul’s and St George’s Church (York Place) 
7:30pm – 10pm 

AN EVENING WITHOUT A NAME 
It’s that time of year again—we have a speaker and you have a date            
for your diary: Wednesday 21st April, 7:30 pm, in the Carlow Room 
Richard London is a Lawyer whose work is principally in the property     
market. This is something which concerns all of us at some, perhaps      
several times in our life. Do come! 
 

Margaret Moodie 

 
 



 

 

FAREWELL TO IAN AND ANNE DOYLE 

 
When I came back to Palmerston Place Church, Ian Doyle was not only the Pastoral 
Assistant but also the acting locum in the vacancy.  Ian had been a parish minister, 
a central figure in the Tell Scotland Movement , and then  General Secretary for the 
Board of National Mission. My predecessor, John Chalmers , invited him to become 
pastoral assistant the day he retired, and so Ian  started work the next day! 
In that role Ian excelled , often accompanied by his wife , Anne. The elderly and 
housebound and those in hospital enjoyed his/ their visits very much for his       
pastoral warmth, practical wisdom and deep spirituality. You remembered the 
prayers Ian said before he left.   He served as Pastoral assistant for 15 years and I 
suspect most people thought I was his young assistant! 
 
For Palmerston Place it is extraordinary to realise that Graham Hardie            
(minister 53-67) John Cumming (minister 68-85) and Ian Doyle (1991-2006) were 
all in the same year at New College covering between them over 50 years of our 
congregation’s life. 
 
As many of you know, in recent years, Ann’s health has not been great, and she 
has been looked after in Pine Valley Nursing Home in Loanhead. Ian visits her ever 
day.  Ian himself, while over 88, enjoys remarkable health, but feels the time has 
come to return to his local church, Craigmillar Park where he belonged before he 
came to Palmerston Place. The travel across town not least with the disruption 
caused by the trams 
 
So we say farewell to Ian and Anne and thank them both for years of faithful      
service and assure them of our best wishes and prayers for the future 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO JOHN CHALMERS 
 

John Chalmers was minister of Palmerston Place Church from 1986-95. Under his 
leadership many changes were made in our church, not least in the complete     
internal refurbishment of the sanctuary.  For the last 15 years he, and for most of 
that time his wife Liz, have served in various roles in the Board of Ministry now 
the Ministries Council. Many ministers have appreciated his wisdom in helping 
them face different challenges over the years. 
John has been appointed as the new Principal Clark, and will succeed the Very Rev 
Dr Finlay Macdonald after the General Assembly this year. We congratulate him on 
this appointment and assure him of our prayers at this time when the church 
faces many challenges and where he will often be called upon to give leadership 
and advice. 

 

 

During March we are encouraging people to take a copy (or copies) of the 
Try Praying booklet and prayerfully to consider who you might pass it onto.  
 
We would like you to: -  
 

♦ Read it through carefully yourself, and perhaps use it for your own 
prayers. 

♦ Pass it onto someone you know who doesn’t come to church but you 
says they pray at times of crisis. 

♦ Ask them a few weeks later how they got on. 

♦ Let us know what happens if you find out. 
 
Whether you take a booklet of not (from the vestibule) do please pray for 
this venture we are doing with other churches in Edinburgh.  

 

TRY PRAYING prayer meetings are still being held across the city 
during Lent.      
 

♦ Thurs 11 March, Morningside Baptist 
 

♦ Wed 17 March, Liberton Kirk 
 

♦ Wed 24 March, Davidson’s Mains Church.      
 
All meetings begin at 7:30 pm. All are welcome to attend. 


